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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acl^nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), wliicli papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the use of the implied 
phrase "The disclosure relates to". Applicant is reminded of the proper language and 
format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in 
the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure 
concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 recites the limitation "...over the recess..." in line 4 of claim 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

3. Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The specific limitation that renders the claim 
indefinite is in claim 1, applicant claims, "...the slats being displaceable between a first 
position screen ing-off the space and an open, second position..." According to claim 1, 
the second position is the "open" position. However, applicant claims in claim 1 1 , 
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"...wherein tlie screen ing-off first position is a raised position and the open, second 
position is a lowered position ." How is it possible to have the second position be both 
the open and lowered position? For purposes of examination, examiner will read the 
claims as written. However, applicant is to clearly point out and distinctly claim the 
differences upon correction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 - 5 and 1 0 - 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Voss et al. (5,582,226). 

• An arrangement (1 0) for screen ing-off a space and preventing liquid from 
splashing outside the space, comprising a plurality of lamellae or slats (22) 
displaceable via an operating element, and having a first side, a second side, 
short sides, a first longitudinal side and a second longitudinal side, the slats 
being displaceable between a first position screening-off the space and an open. 
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■ 1, the b-iad asssiubly 10 tnclodes a headrail 12, a botEom ml 
14, two iadiier cord fis^emblies 16 and iS, lift cords 2& and 
a pliiralky of slati 32, As $bowa in FiG. i, ssach feiiad ski 
22 is jffovidsd wiUs two pairs of ho-l^ 24 asijflcent to the 
opposite edps of the slat at the loc&tions of of the 

t isfyer cords l£ snd 18. As ^her ^wa in HG. 3, eadi of 
the lides 24 is cossecied to the adjEceni edge of tite slat 12 
by a slit 26. As shown s FIG. 1, asd i n fioiher deteil ta FIG.. 
3, esdi of thfl^ borizastal. ruRgs 2& of tJie ladder cord 
assembiiss iS assfi 18 jHtssss thiosigh one of the pgiis of 

i bales 24 ttJ &e 22 m±. t raOsnds muc the top of 
tine fiiige& of each of the iluls asdnsder the cssm pof^m of 
second position (see Figure 6), °^ ^ 




comprise 



in that the first longitudinal side of the slat (22) is free; and that the slats 
are supported by at least one ladder (16) disposed at the second longitudinal 
side, the slats (22) being vertically displaceable via the operating element 
between the first position (see Figure 6) screen ing-off the space and the open. 
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second position (see Figure 1), and the slats (22) being pivotal about an axis 
(see Figure 6) which extends along the second longitudinal side and Is 
substantially horizontal ; and 

that the slats (22) are distributed along the ladder (16) with a mutual spacing 
such that the first longitudinal side of each respective slat (22), in the screening- 
off first position, projects over the second longitudinal side of an adjacent slat 
(22). 

• Wherein the ladder (16, 20, 28) runs through a recess (24) In each respective 

slat (22), the recess being disposed at an edge portion (38) of the second 
longitudinal side of the slats (see Figure 2, both the first and second longitudinal 
drives have this limitation). 




FIG. 2 

• Wherein the recess (24) projects In to the slat (22) and Is designed as a recess In 
and transversely of the second longitudinal side of the slat, so that the ladder 
(16) may be moved into the recess (24) from the second longitudinal side. 

• Wherein the ladder (16) Includes abutments (28) projecting transversely of the 
extent of the ladder for supporting the slats (22). 
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• Wherein a plurality of abutments (28) are distributed along the ladder (1 6) with a 
mutual spacing which is less than the width of each respective slat so that the 
first longitudinal side of each respective slat (22) in the screen ing-off first 
position, projects over the recess in the second longitudinal side of an adjacent 
slat (see Figure 5, where the upper slat, 34, has an edge or first longitudinal end, 
which covers the recess, 32, of the adjacent slat below it). 

• Wherein the slat includes a bend designed for abutment against the operating 
element so as to prevent wear thereto, (see Figure 2, note the curve prevents the 
end of element 22 from rubbing against the operating element, 20) 



• Wherein the screening-off first position (Fig 6) is a raised position and the open, 
second position is a lowered position (Fig 1). 
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Refenl-g to FIG. 6, it wi:! bs 5e4n that 'oj titsJiziiig ihe 
blind asssrnbly of tliis inven-in, as shown in FIG, 1, ihs 
bHiid sials sre pennittid to fciiy dose ^jpon eaci; otiier in ths 
doEsd position. That is, for iiislar.ce.> the iowEr edge 5S of a 
sSaE 22 1! brotight into eiigagemiMit with the upper stirface 4S 
01 the next lower slat 23. With the lower edge of a tist 
es^aging the ixgper ivdnst of the next lower slat, tli2oagasm 
ths blind asiembly, the inflltcadoii of lisbl acd sousd asd the 
mave.«snt of sir betwees the sSaSs is esssisieJiy blocked. 
Farther, ic wiS be observed EhaE aejiher *Jw lift cotds 20 nor 
ihe ladder rungs 28 ittterfere with ths ciosiag of Ifie slsis. 

To Sirthsdr prevent Siie isfiitratiCKi of Sght. soimd and air 
istweea the tieadrail 12 and the upperiBDSt slat 22, a 
le-Etangular projectioQ 44 is provided on tiie boSSoia suiiace 
of the headrail 12 . As mli be sesa in HG, 6, a lower comer 
4:6 of the projection 44 engages the ypper iarfEcs of the 
lippercROSt slat 22, in a manner mach similar to fee et^age- 
meBt of She lower edge of esih sSat with the upper ssifaise 
of the next lower slat. Thss, light and sound i nfil ttati o n and 
the movemetit of air is a]so pisvented betweea ih« headrsii 
as& the uppeimost slat. 



examiner notes "raised" and 



"lowered" do not indicate witli respect to any particular reference point. 



• Wherein the first space is a shower or bathing area. 

Examiner notes that this claim relates only to the intended use as long as Voss et al. 
is capable of this use, it meets the claim. 



• Wherein the arrangement is a liquid-repellent Venetian blind or louvre. 

Re claim 1 3; Per DRAWING SYMBOLS, MPEP 37 CFR 1 .84(n) indicates that 
graphic drawing symbols and other labeled representations may be used for 
conventional elements where appropriate, subject to approval by the Office. Also, 
suitable legends may be used, or may be required, in proper cases. For examples of 
suitable symbols and legends, see the "Guide for the Preparation of Patent Drawings" 
available from the USPTO web site at www.uspto.gov.... 
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The following symbols should be used to indicate various materials where the material 
is an important feature of the invention. The use of conventional features is very helpful 
in making prior art searches. 

Note that "24' is indicated as made of resin/plastic, which is liquid-resistant. 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 6 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Voss et al. (5,582,226) in view of Hoffman (U.S. Patent 5,61 1,383). 

• Wherein the abutment is designed to be snapped in position in a groove provided 
in the slat and corresponding to the abutment. 

• Wherein the slats include a projecting portion for abutment against an adjacent 
slat in the open, second position while forming an air gap between adjacent slats. 

• Wherein the projecting portion is disposed at the second longitudinal side of each 





LtQUiO 



vb 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



respective slat. 
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• Wherein tlie projecting portion is designed with a curvature so as to prevent 
liquid splashing from beneath. 



8. With reference to Figures 1 and 3-5, Hoffman '383 discloses: 




• Wherein the abutment is designed to be snapped in position in a groove (26) 
provided in the slat (11, 12, 13, 14) and corresponding to the abutment. 

• Wherein the slats (11, 12, 13, 14) include a projecting portion (25) for abutment 
against an adjacent slat in the open, second position while forming an air gap 
between adjacent slats. (Examiner notes inevitably there is some gap for some 
air between the slats) 

• Wherein the projecting portion (25) is disposed at the second longitudinal side of 
each respective slat (11, 12, 13, 14). 

9. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Voss et al. such that it has an 
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abutment that is designed to be snapped on in a position in a groove provided 

in the slat and corresponding to the abutment, since it was known in the art 
that use of such a configuration in slats was commonly known and used in the 
time of the invention. Using an abutment and a portion with a groove 
corresponding to the abutment allows for a tighter fit in the components. 

Toh-np ^attess. However, the book and groove esg^c- 

meats, wMeh are coacealed wtto the edges of the slats, 

jsovide subsiasdsi mnfbiceiiiei^ against p«Detretioi}, 
Another obfea (rfthis invnitiaii is ffi provide an ^mpro^'e£i 

slet enanaction whirfi prowdes, withoat any Mibstaatial 

iucrsase in cost md v/iihsm aay need far additional lai?or, 

riibsianiial rBinforceirisnt of what otherwise appears to be a 
jj convcnSional rotl-up shatter. 

Sidl! another object af Has mvemion is ta pmviik a 

canwntLanal sppesring sitatter nssde of what sppesn to be 

conventiiinBl cximded nietai or pita&tic stats that have inex- 
pensive t» asieisble csnoecctoRS thst provide impact 
!0 resiiteitce rekfiutsesiestt ^ the shuKet 

Furthermore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
modify Voss et al. such that the second or closed position forms an air gap 
between adjacent. Inevitably, any space between slats will have an air gap. 
Finally, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Voss et al. such that the projecting portion is 
disposed at the second longitudinal side of each respective slat, since it was 
known in the art that this configuration was commonly known and used in the 
art at the time of the invention. Using a projecting portion is commonly know 
and used in the art to allow the slat to be hooked in different configurations. 



10. Claims 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Voss 
et al. (5,582,226) in view of Kimmons (U.S. Patent 2,668,298). 
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• Wherein tlie arrangement includes a cap connected to tlie slats, the cap 
including a locking housing for locking the slats in the open, second position. 

1 1 . With reference to Figures 1 - 4, Kimmons '298 discloses: 

• Wherein the arrangement includes a cap (20) connected to the slats (14), the cap 
including a locking housing for locking the slats in the open, second position. 

12. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Voss et al. such that the arrangement includes a 
cap connected to the slats. The cap including a locking housing for locking the slats in 
the open, second position since it was known in the art that that such a 
configuration was commonly known and used in the art at the time of the 
invention. The cap is capable of holding the slats open by interfering with 
adjacent slats. 

Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SAMUEL S. LIN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3130. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 7:30am - 6PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine W. Mitchell can be reached on (571 ) 272-7069. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IS. S. L./ /KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 

Samuel s. Lin Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Patent Examiner Unit 3634 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 



